THE AURORA BOREALIS,

The New Vork Times furnishes the follow-
ing mccount of the Aurors of Sunday night
week. The ssme phenomensn was viewed in
this city, bat on & less splendid scals, probably
owing to the fact that no cloods were visille o
reflect the tmasiont gloey of the heavens -

“The present generation kave listened with
-udlrm:dnluﬁmhthﬂwl:-;;ir

ng
y-

me of its being so darkened that wiars wors
visible. ?-‘l;n buned unities of wit-
nessing these sublime displays ; but on Sunday
night the heavens were arrayed in a drapery
mare gorgeous than they bave been for yemr.
mlphmmm then Iitm;;id are ¥ re-
ing, comparing wi YiOus appeear
ancea of a like charncier, an mpl‘; will n..pm-.
red to herealter among the events which occar
but onee or twice in & lifetioe,
¥ Bunday was very much such & dny nacould
be expected at this season of the year, Per
hnpn it may have been n trifle conler thay wsual,
but this was stributed 10 the rain which fll in
the morning. With the change of wind to the
wesl, the temperatare foll poticeably towands
evening, untll it peemed like that which more
spproprintely belongs to the middle or latier

part of September.

streamers whivh mark
Anrorn wore viaible in the n

Hoon after sunsef, the
ap of the
. As the twi-
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wed, the ‘meery dancers ' ventured

from their hiding pluces and played along the
horizon ma though successive sheats of ia_"-;r.l
pable flame were sweeping over the sky. en
they ahot ap o & point mearer the zenith, and
jolued company with their sisters from the st
and west. Tho flnshes from the south wees
fewer and less brilliant. The sppearance of
the horizon in this direction was in striking
contrast with that towards the north. Then »
bright arch, spanning nearly ninet degrves,
lpmw supporting and ¥y origina-
ting fioating, quivering shoets of fire, To
the south, the sky was of & dark leaden-colored
hue, which contrasted oppressively with the
sarrounding brilliancy. At first, the light was
of that peculinr whitish tinge which all have

|

observed in similar displays on winter nights.
This became deeper and mors intense, until it
lighted up the nigI:u ns thnuqt the moou wore
lE‘rlﬂl'I'. With t

finally mingled. The clonds of this color wore
mont sbandant to the northeast and northwest
of the zenith. There they nhot across one
wnother, intermingling and devpening until the
tky was piinfnlljﬁuml, There was nn figure
the imagination coold not find yed by
thean [nstantaneous flashes. The besatiful
earonal of light which was first exhibited north
of the zenith point, was gradually thrust further
and further o the south, uniil it became sia-

tionary al n point the
the astronomers most
108 o'clock, the dis
trrillimne and

fnded.

tirely to the yellow.

definite loeality of which
seitle.  Betweesn 10 and

¥ wan overpowering!
hftar that, 11 Aradual.

:{ Now avd then there were light
mibes, bt the pink bue gave way almost wn-

It was remurkable aa in-

dienting the perfect transparvoey and lumin
ousness of thess sheets of Hame, that the stars,
whime light was not eclipsed by this superior
brilliancy, were distinetly visible through their
covers of light.

U 8ach was the Auroms, as thousands wit
neased it from housetops nnd from pavements.
Many imagined that Ihf_'r heand rushing sounds
a8 il Lolus had let louse the winds

wan distinotly aodible s but if theso wame indi
viduals will gul listen this or any othier evening
os nttentively s they did Bunday, they can
natisfy themselves that the identieal sonmds ar
-Ir-wlrnwlnihlu un & quiel night.

' ndoubtedly, the watchmen of the skiss

out the land, and to these tho scientific obaer
vations must be lefl. When the Scientific As
socintion sball next convene, and when all of
us shall remember this Aurors as & thing of
the past, we shall be favored with detailed e
counts of the time of its exnct appenrance, of
the ise locality where it was brightest, and,
finally, long discussions as to the cause will
follow.

“Some account of similar phenomens in
times gone by will vodoubtedly be of Interest
in this conneetion.

“ Pliny and Arimotle record phenomana iden-
tienl with those which later times have wit-
ufm_i‘;’ Tl:: anclents ranked thi-,m-iu: other
enlout cpomenn, a8 portending pgrest
"'Lmiai: 1560, hisluriw:r Etl:.u :t appesred
in Lon in the sha urning sgears,”
» similitude which -anﬁ'ba no Iu:q:‘pmpﬁun
now than it was then. Frequent displays are

recorded during the fifleen following that
date. During the latter half’ of the seventeenth
centary, the phenomens were frequently vinible,

next nine years. The last sentary, until within
the last twenty years, has beon favored in w

remarkable dogres.

e of the most interest- |
ing periods of the display

of the Aurors was

the years 1835, 1834, and 1837, the last

exhibition of special inlersst ocourring on No-
vember 17,

“ Asteonomers tell us that the light centroa
nround the magnetic pole whon the display is
of sufficient 1;5?‘ to define the curve, and,
taking this pninlm of measurement, the)
have attempted to ealeulate the heipht of the
sheots of light above the earth. Various ob-
servations made by Prof, O in conjunc-

Prof. A. C, Twining, of New Huven,
elevation, on different oceasions, at 424,
60 milen. Prof. Olmsted elaima
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is, & beautiful tint of pink |

(thers |
were confident that n sweeping, as if of fames, |

were an gunrd in all the observatories throngh- |




