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turies-old fighting fashions af a band
of Solomon Island head hunters.

BY CAPT. ROBERT GUINTON

A few of us were hunting along a
river in the Solomon Ielands, when
the whole surrouading junghe sud-
denly resounded with the yelling of
soores of savages., A shower of ar-
rows hurtled over our heads. [t was
worse than useléss (0 attempt to es-
cape to our boats, for the savages
could shodt at us, under cover of the
trees, without exposing themselves,

We dropped down behind the bank,
Just as a second volley of armows sped
over our héads. The head-huniers,
thinking we had inken to our boais,
dashed forward and received a vol-
ley of shots from our gunk, which
brought down several and made the
others dart back inte the bushes.

This was nol because they were
afraid. It is their custom, when thay
are loaing. to run away as though
they had given up the combat, but
this s only & ruse, for invariably they
will steal back, Hke a tiger stalking
its prey, and make a new attack,

KEnowing this, we stealthily hitched
a rope from tree (o tree. about 30
inches from the ground, directly in
froni of our position,

For a few minutes everything was
deathly still. Then a third serles of

wild y=ils seddeply resounded npon
onr mdght hand arml so closs (o ws That

we wire thutderstruek. As the sav-
azes das=ed forward the [oremost
onet lended on thelr heads, over the
rope, *od our crew cut them down
as they strugzied 1o regaln thelr feef,

I came In colllslsy with one of the
savage beants myself and he instant-
Iy almed a blow = me wilh his war
clab. Thks helmet | wore helped to
break the blow, AL about the same
insiant he struck me | cut him across
the face with a ciutlass and he never
siruck anyone again, 1 can  assure
VO

The head-hunters now retired as
rapidly as they had come. Four of
our crew were killed outright in the
skirmish and every one of us was
wounded more or less severely.

The strungest case of all wis that
of a Fljian who received a polsoned

arrow through the call of his leg.

The Jeg shriveled until all the muscle
disnppearsd and the skin appeared o
be drawn tight to the bone, He did
not complaln of much pain, and the
leg. after a time, flled oot again and
became as well as the other.

(Capt. Guinton's next adventurs,
to be printad in this papsr Wednes-
day, concerns & marine battle with
cannibals. )

At Sl L Ml




